
By Jonathan H. 

Even though the trip up to Yosemite was 

a long one, it was worth it. When we ar-

rived we had to set up camp but it was 

only 12 o'clock so we started eating 

lunch. We found two campsites but 

found extra areas opening so we chose 

two spots and the two spots that we 

chose had a foot to a foot and a half of 

snow. We didn't exactly do anything 

else on the first day except check out the 

campground. It felt like it wasn't that 

cold but it was about 36 degrees.  

 

At night it didn't get down past 18 de-

grees. Just about everyone had either 

two sleeping bags or heater packs. Eve-

ryone said they were warm. The next day 

we decided to hike 1.2 miles to a place 

called Mirror Lake and it looked like a 

puddle because it was so small and so we 

hiked past it and then when we got to a 

certain point there was a sign that said 

Mirror Lake was 1.5 miles back from the 

direction that we had come.  

 

After we hiked back we had a big snow-

ball fight. It started when Matt hit his dad 

with a snow-

ball. It was a 

lot of fun. 

On our way 

to the Mir-

ror Lake 

hike we had 

passed a 

really cool 

sledding 

hill so we went back to the campground, 

got our sleds and went to the hill and had 

a lot of fun.  

 

On Monday we basically packed up and 

left but on our way out we stopped in Yo-

semite Village and bought some souve-

nirs. It was a long drive home but it was 

worth it.  
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Yosemite Valley Car Camp  

June 6-8 Family Camp 

and Court of Honor  

By Julia S. 

We have made reservations for 

group camping sites at Emma Wood 

State Beach. The Court of Honor will 

be Saturday June  7. Camping for the 

night of the 7th is paid by the troop 

but we made reservations for Friday 

night also. The cost of  Friday     

camping will be divided by those 

attending (should be $2.50 -10.00 per 

person)  
(Continued on page 5) 

Yosemite photo by Scott A.  

Photos:  above Scott A, Left Bill C 



Page 2 TROOP 642 - April 08  Upcoming Events  
April 5 -6 Camporee Practice  

  Oak County Park  

  TL: Travis P  

  OA: Dean C 

 

April 7  7-9 PM 

  Jr Leader Training  

  Details TBD 

 

April 12  Camporee Site  

  Clean-up 8:00 AM 

  TL: Jonathan H 

  OA: Marshall/Lori P  

 

April 12  8:30  - 11:45 

  Troop Committee  

  Challenge Training  

  Location TBD 

 

April 18  8:00 AM 

  Camporee Gear  

  Delivery by Adults  

 

April 18 -20 Camporee  

  TL: Patrick D 

  OA: Steve C/Shawn S 

 

April 20  *Non -Scouting Event*  

  2:30 PM Pool Party at 

  The Stevens House 

 

May 9-11 Rockets 

  El Mirage Dry Lake  

  TL: Mitch G 

  OA: Patricia C  

 

May 17-18 USS Midway- 

  Sleepover and  

  Aviation Merit Badge  

  See Jan Newsletter for 

  more info   

  TL: Kyle 

  OA: Sue 

 

Continued Page 3  

Q & A  
Last month question was about fun things other troops have done.  

Paul W: The 12 Points Bike Ride around Simi. A full day riding 
among 12 different churches and other worship facilities in town.  

 

Tyler R : White water rafting sounds really fun!  

 

Kyle S : Boulderdash indoor rock climbing  
 

Julia S : A local troop visited Yellowstone for a week and bicycled 

around the park. Many scouts rented bikes there.  

 

NEXT NEWSLETTERS QUESTION  

What is your favorite campground you have ever been to?  

3 Falls Winter Camp  

By Joel P.  

 Camp 3 Falls at winter...what an awesome place.  

There are many things there to enjoy including great food, lots of 

snow and great wildlife. The first night was a cold one for us tent 

campers, but waking up to hot chocolate and a flag ceremony 

seemed just perfect.  

That same day we went snow shoeing up at Mount Pinos, where a 

huge snow ball fight broke out. Everyone was covered in snow by 

the time we set off on our snowshoe hike. Is there anything harder 

than dragging a sled full of supplies through the snow up the moun-

tain, whilst carrying a heavy back -pack? I don't think so! It did help 

our training though, learning both to pull the sled and guiding it's 

back as a tail -gunner.  

I learned a lot about winter camping....layers, layers and more lay-

ers. I'm sure this trip has definitely helped us to prepare for Yo-

seite....where it will be much 

colder! It was great to see so 

many of the Alpha Patrol on 

this camp -out. Kudos to all of 

those who came who had a 

great time and thanks to Pe-

ter for planning a great trip.  

 

By Patrick DiTomaso  

 It was January 19, 

2008. The boys of Troop 642 

and their adult leaders head 

to Camp Three Falls, two hours away from Simi 

Valley. The boys reach the camp at 8:00 pm. It was cold on the night 

we got there. The next morning we had breakfast. It was cereal, cof-

fee, fruit etcéAfter breakfast we grabbed our packs and went to a 

place for snow shoe rentals, then to a spot to practice our snow shoe 

skills for future winter hikes. Once there, a snowball fight began. 

Only the brave join this fight as we prepare ourselves for the snow 

shoe. We got to meet the Ventura Scouts, who also wanted to join 

our little hike. The hike was a little hard for some of us, but with a 

little help from other boys it can be much easier for them and us.  

Photo by Scott A 



Events Continued:  

May 22 Flyer Collation  

 

May 31/June 1 Flyer Delivery  

 

June 6-8 Family Camp  

  Emma Wood State  

  Beach 

  TL: Matt C 

  OA: Julia S 

  See article for further  

 

June 6  Court of Honor  

  Emma Wood  

 

June 14 AM 

  Flag Retirement  

  SV Elks Lodge 

  Details TBD 

 

June 14 PM 

  *Non -Scouting Event*  

  Summer Kick -off Pool 

  Party and BBQ 

  The Stevens House 

 

June 19 Pack Inspection  

  6:30 PM Lemon Park 

 

June 20-22 Training Hike  

  TL: Matt A 

  OA: Jerry L 

 

June 26 Summer troop meeting  

  6:30 PM Lemon Park 

 

July 10 Planning Meeting  

  Part 1 

  6:30 PM Lemon Park 

 

July 13-19 Camp Three   Falls 

  TL: James H 

  OA: Julianne O 

 

Continued Page 4  

By Julia S  

Intro to Outdoor   - required for ASMõs 

and useful for anyone going camping. 

Come and join the fun with               

Shawn S, Dean C, Bill C and Drew R       

at Corriganville on May 2 and 3.  

Troop Committee Challenge  - training 

for our committee April 12   8:30  - 11:45 am by Bibiana.  

Merit Badge Counselor Training  - If you are interested in becoming a 
merit badge counselor I can e -mail you the course and test/application 

along with a list of counselors in our troop. Share your skills with the troop 

and help our boys progress while teaching what you enjoy.  

New Leader Essentials - Camarillo May 10, Conejo June 14 and 19  

 

ASM Leader Specific  - Camarillo May 10, Conejo June 14  
 

Safe Swim & Safety Afloat - Conejo April 17  

Online Training at www.olc.scouting.org. Your membership number is 

needed for the system to report your training to council. This can be  en-

tered at a later date but council will not have a record of your training un-

til it is added (I have a list). Available online training includes Fast Start, 

Youth Protection, Committee Challenge, Safety Afloat, Safe Swim.  
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Training Time  
Please e-mail 

scanned   

copies of all 

Training cards 

and  medical  forms to     

JuliaMStevens@cs.com           

for troop records.  

Important 

Notice  

Yosemite Valley Trip  

By Thomas A & William A  

 
The trip started at 4am on Sat. Feb. 

16th. The trip up was long and 

sleepy.   Once we got up to Upper 

Pines in Yosemite Valley, we setup 

tents.  There was tons of snow and ice 

on the ground.   The campground  

was fairly populated.   The ranger 

opened an area of the campground 

that was normally closed just for the 

boy scouts.    We made a huge snow 

fort that was maybe 5 feet high for 

fun.  They (other scouts) were throw-

ing snowballs at us (William and 

Alex) so once we started building this 

we wanted to build it bigger and big-

ger and bigger.   All of the other boys 

joined in the building of the snow 

fort.  

 

The first night for many was fairly un-

comfortable because it was cold. I 

(Thomas) saw a bear that night and 

found a footprint of a cub that morn-

ing. The next day we took a hike to 

Mirror Lake but passed it by 1.5 miles 

so over all we hike over 6 miles 

instead of walking 3.    

 

Once we reached the turnaround 

point of the hike, we found a giant 

granite boulder, and we went 

climbing on it and then sliding 

down on its snow.   On the way 

back we had the biggest snowball 

fight of the century.  

Everyone who went was involved 

in snowball fight include the 

adults. There was a huge drop that 

people just kept jumping off of 

right after they threw their snow-

balls.   The huge snowball fight 

occurred at Mirror  

Lake which we had passed on the 

way up.   Half Dome was looming 

over the lake.   Half Dome is a giant 

mountain of granite in the shape of 

a half dome that is approximately 

4000 feet high over the valley.  

 
Then after that happened the snow 

fort building continued. It was a 

really awesome trip even though 

there were frozen socks!  
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Richõs Ramblings 

By Rich Rasmussen,                     

Scoutmaster -In -Training  

Iõm one lucky guy!  I really mean that.  I was reflect-

ing upon this fact recently with a college friend of 

mine, when I òdiscoveredó the answer to a question 

that had been knocking about in the back of my 

head for some time.  The question was basically, 

òWhat next?ó.  Not what next, as in Iõm bored, so now what, é but òWow, 

my life is so full of wonderful challenges, dear friends, and great experi-

ences, how can it get any better?ó kind of what next. 

 

The answer is pretty simple as I now see it.  Just share these fortunes with 

someone else.  Sure, it may take awhile to effectively communicate the 

joys of òTrail Dancingó, but I know plenty of people that would love join 

me for a winter sunrise on Dewy Point, overlooking the Yosemite Valley, 

 

July 24 Planning Meeting  

  Part 2 

  6:30 PM Lemon Park 

 

July 25-27 Training Hike  

  TL: Chris B 

  OA: Drew R 

 

Aug 3-11 Long Term Hike  

  TL: Peter 

  OA: Bill C  

Aug 14 Summer Troop Meeting  

  6:30 PM Lemon Park 

 

Aug 28 Regular Troop Meetings 

  Resume 7:00 PM  

 

Sept 4  Flyer Collation  

 

Oct  Watch for COH and  

  Family Camp info  

 

Nov 7-9 Rock Climbing  

  Joshua Tree Natl Park 

Committee Meetings  

  2nd Monday of Month  

  7:00 PM TBD 

 

ASM/PLC Meetings  

  3rd Monday of Month  

  7:00 PM  at  

  United Methodist  

Join Troop 642 

Are you interested in Joining a boy run troop? 

Contact Recruiting Chair  

 Julianne Ota at 805-526-0471                                                      

  

Troop 642 meets on Thursdays at 7:00 PM. 

Justin Elementary School 2245 N. Justin, Simi 

Valley. Chartered By Elks Lodge 2492  

Visit our web site at  

www.BSATroop642.org  

Why Do We Scouts and Scouters Wear          

Uniforms?  

Here is what BSA National has to say about it:  

òThe Boy Scouts of America has always been a uniformed body. There 

are many reasons for this. One reason stands out above all the rest. 

We wear the uniform because it is a means of identifying ourselves 

openly with the principles to which we are committed -character de-

velopment, citizenship training, and physical and mental fitness.  

The fact that youth and adult members of Scouting wear a uniform 

doesn't mean that we're all alike. We come from different ethnic and 

racial backgrounds. We have our own religious beliefs and political 

views. We are each individuals with our own family traditions and loy-

alties. So the uniform is not intended to hide our individuality. But it is 

a way we give each other strength and support. It is a bond that ties us 

together in spite of our differences. It is a way of making visible our 

commitment to a belief in God, loyalty to country, and to helping 

other people.  

The Scouting movement is built on positive values. As we wear the 

uniform, we are openly identifying ourselves with those values where 

everyone can see us. We stand together, not alone, in encouraging 

others to live by those same principles. Boys and adults alike should 

take pride in belonging to such a movement and wear the uniform as 

it is intended.ó 

As for your Scoutmasterõs own views, I believe 

that wearing a clean, neat, properly adorned 

Boy Scout uniform makes a personal statement 

that you support the ideals of Scouting.  Ulti-

mately, what makes each one of us unique is not 

how we decorate the outside of us, but the quali-

ties we express by our actions, character and 

spirit.  



Family Camp continued from pg 1  

These sites are TENT  CAMPING ONLY at Emma Wood Ventura 

River Group Camp, approximately 2 miles South of Emma Wood 

SB Family Campground.   Located at the west end of Main St in 

Ventura.  

Matt C will be contacting boys to find out what boys are going and 

I will be     getting a count of family members camping Friday and/

or Saturday.  

Troop Classifieds  

Do you have gear you would like to 

sell, trade or give away? Place your 

free classified ad here for any scout 

related items. Just give Kyle the info.  

For Sale:  

Merit Madge Sash 30 in Long. 

Never used $4.50                        Julia S. 

Boots  - Size 6.5 - waterproof - used for 

numerous hikes; worked well; lots of life 

left.                                               Peter W. 

Jansport Klamath 72 back pack -

Would like to se ll  for $40.00 . Capacity 

4400 cubic inches.            Even H.  

Troop Photos on Picasa  

Photos by your Historian Kyle  at  

www.picasaweb.google.com/KPSmcRider  

Recent albums include: Stony Point, Scouting for food, Court of 

Honor, Reyes Creek Backpacking and bridgings.  

Photos by Paul W at 

www.picasaweb.google.com/paul.witman  

By Bill C at 

http://picasaweb.google.com/billc642  

By Scott A  

http://picasaweb.google.com/ander20  

By Rich R  

http://picasaweb.google.com/rerasmussen642  

 

Links to other troop photos can be found at 

www.bsatroop642.org  

Summer Camp  

Download the Three 

Falls Summer Camp 

Book from the council 

web site.  

Summer camp is a 

great chance to move 

along the trail to First 

Class or earn merit 

badges along with tons 

of fun. Contact Trek 

Leader for more info.  

What Are Dues?  

 

By Wyatt M.  

The Scribeõs job is to collect troop dues from each scout. Dues are 

used to help the troop with recognition and activity expenses.  

Dues are due on the 1 st Thursday of each month. Dues are $5.00 

each month. Please remember to bring your dues to the troop 

meeting. The Scribe will  

 collect dues before and after each meeting. You can also pay your 

dues from your scout account. If your par-

ents prefer to write checks, have them make 

the check payable to Troop 642 and write 

òduesó and your name in the memo portion 

of the check.  
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Troop 642  

Merit Badge Counselors  

American Labor - Mr Stevens 

Art - Mrs Campbell  

Astronomy - Mr Carpenter, Mr Freeman  

Backpacking - Mr Carpenter  

*Camping - Mr Rasmussen 

*Citizen in the Community - Mr Stevens 

*Citizen in the Nation - Mrs Stevens 

*Citizen in the World - Mr Carpenter  

Climbing - Mr Freeman  

*Communications - Mrs Campbell  

Computers - Mrs Campbell, Mr Locklin  

Cooking - Mrs Campbell, Mr Locklin, Mr Rasmussen  

Dog Care - Mrs Rasmussen 

Electricity - Mr Carpenter  

Electronics - Mr Carpenter  

Emergency Preparedness - Mr Stevens 

Family Life - Mrs Campbell, Mr Stevens  

Fish and Wildlife - Mrs Campbell  

Graphic Arts - Mrs Campbell  

*Hiking - Mr Rasmussen 

Music - Mr Locklin  

Orienteering - Mr Carpenter  

*Personal Management - Mrs Stevens 

Reading - Mrs Stevens 

Scholarship - Mrs Stevens 

Space Exploration - Mr Freeman  

*Swimming - Mr Stevens 

Textile - Mrs Rasmussen 

Traffic Safety - Mr Stevens 

If you are interested in becoming a merit badge coun-

selor the course can be e -mailed to you along with the  

test/application. Share your skills with the troop and 

help our boys progress while teaching what you enjoy.  

Congratulations to the following 

Scouts who received rank advancements at 

the February Court of Honor  

Scout   

 Alex C  

 Matthew D Jonathan H  

 Jacob M  

 Tyler R   

 Matt C   

 Ian W 

 Parker W  

 William A  

Tenderfoot    

 Trenton A  

2nd Class    

 Joel P   

 Wyatt M  

 Devin R 

1st Class  

 Kyle S 

Star  

 James H 

 Peter W 

Life  

        William  O 
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January 

2008 

Stony Point  

Photos 

pages 6 & 7 

by Historian 

Kyle S  


